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Francois Boucher and Nattier. The Marquise de
Prie, admiring his talent, had charged him in
February 1725 with a diplomatic mission. On the
pretext of going to study the ornaments brought
by Cardinal de Rohan to the castle of Saverne,
he took himself off to Alsace and stopped at
Wissembourg. In that quiet peaceful little town
lived the former companion of Charles II, the hero
of extraordinary adventures, the dethroned king,
Stanislas Leczinski.

After astonishing reverses his ill-fortune had
brought him on to French soil where he was pro-
tected by the friendship of Louis XV. Surrounded
by a few faithful and devoted servants, he showed
stoic resignation, and bore poverty, isolation and
an exile's gloomy existence without complaint or
protest. The Hotel Weber, where he lived with
his wife and daughter, often saw them in straitened
circumstances which they accepted with truly
Christian humility. The queen's jewels were in
pawn with a Jewish moneylender at Frankfurt.
There was no more revenue coming from Poland;
only a pension paid at irregular intervals by the
King of France kept him from absolute want.

At times, to beguile the boredom of long empty
days, Stanislas recalled the prowess of his brilliant
youth; the victories, conquests and honours in
which he had had so large a part, the affection of
Charles XII, the glowing colours of a short career.
When he came to the throne of Poland at the age
of twenty-seven he thought himself destined for
the most magnificent future. Being enthusiastic,